The field on the west side of Paines Hill, seen by many as the heart of the
village, was also once threatened with development. The owners at the time
applied for permission in 1986 to build 6 large houses on it. Permission was
refused; the owner appealed but the refusal was confirmed.

Today, Soay sheep graze on the land which is recognised in the Conservation
Area appraisal as “the central valley, whose open-ness is a major part of the
central character of the village”.

The Grange Park estate was being completed in 1970, before SALs first
edition in 1973. However, as the letter on the right says, not all the houses
had been sold five years on.

DEVELOPMENT IN THE VILLAGE: 5

-
L

.
e

VIEW LOOKING SOUTH

& g A |
g 8 WSO,

STF{'EET

PAINE

May 1975
from Mrs. E.\Walker, Post Office,

Dear Sirs,

With reference to Mr Clifford’ s letter in the March edition of
Steeple Aston Life. There are many people who would love to
live in Steeple Aston. The reason why there are so many
unsold houses at present is because of the shortage of
money due to the national, even world-wide economic
situation. Most other towns and villages have the same
plethora of for sale notices. Many of the houses at present on
the market in Steeple Aston could have been sold several
times over had prospective buyers been able to obtain the
necessary purchasing and or bridging loans. To illustrate this
point at least three copies of Steeple Aston Life have been
sold from the Post Office this month to different people who
hope shortly to be living amongst us provided they can raise
the necessary money for the properties they wish to
purchase. The glut of sale boards is certainly more noticeable
in Grange Park, where Mr. Clifford lives than in other parts of
the village and doubtless passers-by are less frequent there
because all the roads are cul-de-sacs. Those of us who live
more centrally know that whilst visitors to the Village are
quite common and house hunters by no means infrequent, -
most of the latter are looking for period stone properties, not
modern estate houses, and of course the prices in this sector
are, with reason, usually fairly prohibitive.

There is nothing wrong with Steeple Aston. It is a very
attractive place to live, as much for the quality of its life (and
it's "Life" 1) as for its rural charm.

(signed) Eunice Walker

In June 1975 permission to convert Hill House into flats was
refused by Cherwell Council, as it was thought more suitable
for commercial or institutional use. Various lots (below)
went to auction in 1976. The house itself was withdrawn
but bought after the auction for £7,500. A scheme for 5 flats
was approved later in the year.
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Steeple Aston's new aotomatic telephone exchange,

Village phones

go automatic

A wrong number it Steeple 3
Aston will still he a wrong
aumber in Steeple Aston will
mumber, despite  the GIMEs
W EaE, 0040 automatic
telephone  exchange.  HBot g
right numhber should  get 3
through louwd wnd clear tor
mmny yewrs fo come.

That, basically was the
miessaoe of My Peter Buck, =
the Oxford arex geners] —
munnger, whe superviscd the
apening Ceraniomny Thurs: __
alay.

Mr Froest Stecle, the
chairman of Steepls  Aston
Pariah Council, actually made
the  first  call after
cercmonionsly  switching  in
the last few lines of the new =
exchange.

o1 am ereatly impressed hy
whad o heautiful place this iz,
he  said, referring  to  the

leas:iani new building which

ges the cyuipment.
C Mr Steels also paid fribate
to the cood humonr of the
switchhoard operaters in
Bxford, who deal  with
egnuries pow  thal  Steeple
Aston is fully sotomatie.

FIRET PHONE

The village's first telephone
was installed in 19235, Six years
Bater thers were 28 more lines, &
and the first munual exchange
‘W in o shed at the back of the
village post office. = A

At presenl fhere wre S00 k
telephones In Steeple  Aston,
tut up to 5000 Hnes could e : e ’
dealt with by the exchange. Mr Erncsl Stesl, vhairman of Steeple Aston I'arish
Mr Beck explained. Council, switches on the new telephone exchange.

- ey [urther expansion can : o ;
be met simply by cxtending  onthe importance of a reliable  pew exchange is ifs _t-’.umh uf
the building,™ he added. telephone service these days. maintainance, and reliahility.

‘The first official telephone After the eeremony  Mrs Mr Buek said that h&rr:ruldnl
rall from the new cxchange Joun Steele was presented  promise thai anyone's phome
weni  to Mrs  Dorolhy  withabeuguet on behalf of (Be bill wonld be  cus, bt he
O'Sullivan, For many vears (PO, cand  Mro Steele was  certaindy hoped the cost of
Mrs O'Sullivan has Dbeen allowed (o heep the special  running the telephons service
producing the parish  handle nsed to connect the tast  woold te held down as the new
magazine, 'Steaple Aston Life,  few telephome lnes. exchanges were 1ntr_1.1du-:1.-xt
antl =he agrred with Mr Steele The maln advantage of the (hronghout the eountry.
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