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back in time

YOUNG and old alike had
fun when the North Ox-
fordshire village of Steeple
Aston turned back the
clock to Edwardian times.

The village hmﬂm:nlim:le
staged an Edwardian fai
local youngsters donned dnrl.h
caps and other period dress to
try out activities which in-
cluded pillow ﬁghtmg from &
raised wooden po

A music cﬁ&uﬂ I'c.utunng

songs from the operetias ol
Gilbert and Sullivan started
the fair in the right key on
Friday night.

Traditional

And on Saturday the vil-
lage's main street was closed
for a day of Edwardian
nostalgia ~ when  boaters,

i E.n..rlllﬂ ﬁ.i‘l'l ﬂ.l.'id
included cycle races, 'rmlagc
cars, archery a?d croguetl on
the old rectory lawn,

Some children had a, go at
carving stone si
families st up EI%E ona fruit
barrows to sell their wares.

Little Sally Gardner, aged
wa, r.n,“aynd all the fun of the
fair with a cooling ice cream

cornet with her ?nthu.

: hlu:?d‘mvam and ch WETE “m. Ciardner,who fives in St::p&t

Aston,

Two other Steeple Aston
childres — nﬂo'phnr
Blackell, nped nine, and
Jonathan Jones, aged eight
— offered to put a shing on
the shoes of visitors.

Shining on . . .

On target . mrmw ged 12, tries archery, watched by

Christopher Blackett, left, and Jonathan Jones

m lefi, Sll‘lllFﬂ',ﬂ Kate

Simon Harrison

THE EDWARDIAN FAIR: 1

After a lull of 6 years, in September 1986 another Fair was
held, this time with a different theme - the Edwardian era.

This was a much bigger affair and it was anticipated that

5000 people from Steeple Aston and the surrounding
villages would attend.

Again, an enthusiastic group of villagers planned a full

programme. The event was widely advertised, offering
covered market stalls to rent for £15 for any use which
would contribute to the period atmosphere.

The fair opened with a concert in the church on the Friday
evening which featured the Nicholas Wind Quintet and the
Edwardian Singers, who were members of the Oxford
Operatic Society. On the Saturday, there was a large variety
of stalls and attractions, including a Brass Band, Hot Air
Balloon, Arts and Crafts Stalls and Punch and Judy. This was
followed by two performances of an Old Fashioned Music
Hall with supper on the Sunday and Monday evenings
hosted by Colin Mead.

Lesley Hunter

More than £2000 was raised during a very successful
weekend.

WI Stall: Sheila Side, Hanny Nicholson and Mary Raines
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