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1988 to 1989

1988 May 24*™: During a routine meeting of the Base Liaison
Committee, the Base announces that within the
week, jets will no longer follow the “Chicken Run”
route adopted in 1974 for reasons of jet safety. There
is no consultation with local residents.

RAZYIE

ANGRY villagers are making a loud noise [
— about loud noise from roaring jets.

Folk in Steeple Aston say life has become un-
) bearable since fighter-hombers from USAF Upper
= Heyford had their flight path changed last week.
Instead of turning after take-off o avoid the village, the
pilots have been instructed to fly over the village.
The base says the change is for safety reasons. Recent
modifications to the 20-vear-old
Fi-11s mean they're heavier and By DONMNA
have less thrust, so it's safer not to FLEMING
have to make a sharp turn so soon edge, nervously tems-
1 after take-off. j.l'l.E themeelves for the n

The new flight path commences. Jet noise over the
village is considerably and very noticeably increased,
leading to outcry in the form of calls to the base and
MOD. Later in the month, an MOD minister visits the
village and offers secondary double glazing for Dr.
Radcliffe’s School.
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November: 75 M.P.s support Tony Baldry’s call for action. First
debate takes place in the House of Commons. R S
g DEAFENING: An F1-11 flies lo
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w over a rooHop

Minister offers consideration to buy out homes in 83 =
dBA footprint and monetary compensation to others

affected.

1989 January: Eight jets taking off from the Base are in near
collision with light civilian aircraft over Folly Field.
Pilots file “air miss” reports.

1988

Baldry’s ‘noise’ move

The jets are now ageing and it is unsafe for them to undertake the | | 24 HON g (e S

o . o DAH'H CHORUS HE:RE than .F.' M'.Fll. them to comsider ways of
banking manoeuvre necessary for them to avoid flying over Steeple have fgned s parlise  reducin it .
Aston:

July  SAL reports on proceedings of Base Liaison Committee in May.
The reasons for changing the flight path are that:

Feasibility study set up by Ministry of Defence to consider
realigning the runway. Its proposals are rejected as being too
expensive at £300m (see plan and headline below right).
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The F-111s now also have an increased payload which also makes
banking more difficult to do in safety because of reduced “lift”;
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November 9t". The Berlin Wall falls.
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The new pilots are relatively inexperienced, no longer the veterans
who learned their trade in Vietnam, and have technical problems
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with banking so soon after take-off. Under cold morning suns

You could think of belonging

Sleepy village
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flight path

by KIRSTY MILNE

October SAL reports on DEFEND STEEPLE ASTON which held a public meeting

THE MESSAGE on a
sheet hanging outside
Steeple Aston’s village
hall on Friday night was
simple and  direct:
‘F-111s do it siraight,
loud and noisily.’

Inside, the Conservative
MP for Banbury, Tony
Baldry, was being gquietly
roasted by indignant villag-
ers whose American neigh-
bours, the US Air Force
base a1t Upper Heyford,
have tres too far on
local hospitality. :

Ajrcraft noise is an occu-

ational hazard of living in
gteeple Aston, While the
mean-nosed, fan-tailed
F-1113 swoop regularly
over the medieval church
tower, tabby cats snooze,
collared doves coo, and
Volvos purr among the
houses below.

All this chan drama-

overhead. As a total of 40
planes left the runway at
LUpper Heyford, people saw
unburnt fuel ‘dropping to
the ground like cinders’,

A plague in the church at
Steeple Aston commemo-
rates the American pilot
who, 20 years ago, crashed
his Voodoo jet near the vil-
lage school. Since then,
planes have turned sharp
right soon after take-off to
avoid the village.

So why the change? The
Ministry of Defence says a
right turn so early aﬂ'e_r
take-off is ‘very unusual, if
not unigue’. The F-111 is
heavier than it used to be,
and experts decided it
would be safest to take off
in a straight line.

But villagers suspect that
an important factor was th
saving in fuel costs. Ameri-
cans at the base have been
less than encouraging about

attended by Tony Baldry M.P. who thanked the village for its “patience
and forebearance”. He says he will exert pressure in parliament to
support a move to realign the runway. He has also sent a report to all
MPs, inviting them to sign the motion.

SAL report by Roger Mason on the Commons debate and the coachful of
Steeple Aston and Ardley residents who went to support Tony Baldry MP.
The MoD spokesman, Roger Freeman, acknowledged the high level of
protest made by phone calls and letters to the government and
newspapers and said he would set up a feasibility study regarding runway
re-alignment though he held little hope for it.
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