/,,_:i —
PO Je—
”’/wv

( | ‘IDTE S‘E‘l‘lt

LITTLE RED RIDING HO0D*

AND THR ;

gteapla Aston ‘Piu)ie.'rs

WITCH

Whilfen and Divecled b), Qoaer Mason

Znd , drd and Gth Faeb'ruary
ot The Uﬂlmcja Hall, 5&&:916 Aston
TS, Znel, Fobrwony € bt 7 30pm ekeli .o .
. ed ﬁﬁn::r ;;::jfL :.33:-5 T@hﬁ' Eimﬂ
SAT, 4th Fibmon,  Malinde 2.00 pm Ticheli #1.50
AT, tih Febrnamy &dmuu.u. B.copm Tickek €12.00

Tickers AUAILAFLE FIEBIL ° —He 05T OFFICE, STESPie ASTOM

\ THE Luie Lk e
The 2D Liawd - .
Ak Frome CLAne Wesmiy, LAPLEY coTTaGE . TEL. T4, Ok 17

F PRDey M GHT ~CHILhen) + oapts €150,
\‘--'

January 1990: SAL carries this promotion poster for a pantomime by

the

Steeple Aston Players of “Little Red Riding Hood and the

Incredibly Noisy Witch”. Representatives of the Base are invited to
attend. They politely decline.

% NewsRelease
= United States Air Force

Releagse No. 24-06-%0
June 21, 1990
Alrmail
By Coleoenel Lawrence E. Stellmon
Commandex

RAF UPPER MEYPFORD, Oxfordshire, U.K. =- It i3 has bean
gome four months since my arrival here. Throughout that time I
have been amazed at the number of stories I have heard
concerning the Efuture of the base.

With the rapidly changing relationships between East and
West it is perhape not surprising that rumours abound but as is
quite often the case, facts can be different from rumours. The
only thing about the future I know for certain ia that the 20TEW
F-11ll aircraft are "lifed" through to the year 2010,

The gummer solstice has come and gone and the weather is
expected to get better. Along with the good weather comes the
round of WATO flying exercises in which we, as usual, are heavily
involved. As I announced in last month's article much of this
flying will be done away from Upper Heyford.

Althoungh it will not lead teo an increase in the number of sorties
generated out of the base, you will wish to know that ap to 10
German Air Porce Tornado alreraft will operate occcasionally out
of Upper Heyford during the week July 30 to apogust 3 in support
of a major RAF exercie.

Let me say something of anniversaries. This year is tha
20th year of the Z0th Tactical Fighter Wing at RAF Upper
Heyford. The final event to mark this anniversary will occur
ovar the weekend of September 15 and 1& when the Officers' Wives'
Club will be holding their annual Arts, Crafts and Antigques
Fair and we will be heosts to the Thunderbirda, the F-1& aeraobatic
team of the USAF.

The Thunderbirds will arrive sometime during the week of 10
September and will be performing & one-half hour demcnstration on
14 September. Many more details to follow. I would like to see
you at the Thunderbird demonstration and at the weekend's fair.

Many of you will recall that in my May contribution, I wrote
about our Anglo-American Charity Ball. The evening was a sell-out
and thorcughly enjoyed by all who were lucky encugh to buy
tickets. At the time of writing we do not yet have the final
tally but the hnglo=-American Committee hopes that on this one
evening more than 3,000 pounds ware raised for charity.

Wnilst still on the social scene, we are currently im the
early stages of planning a fan day for September 9. Our
intention 18 to stage a cricket match and softball game
(challengeg have already been issued) together with other lesser
known sporting activities of a gentler nature, all against a
backdrop of barbecues apd country and western music. If the
weather is kind it should be a good day angd I welcome you to
join us. I will provide more details on is and the 14 - 16
September activities in future issues.
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THE USAF UPPER HEYFORD STORY: 5

1990 to 1991

1990 March: Two airmen die in a training exercise in The Wash.

May: Defend Steeple Aston raise press and media publicity
encouraging villagers to contact newspapers and relevant
public bodies.

June: Reported 90,000 spectators at air show.
August:  Gulf War begins. Iraq invades and annexes Kuwait.
1991

February 5™: It is announced that USAF Upper Heyford will
be “drawn down”. F-111s will return to the United States
starting in 1992 and will only return “periodically” to take part
in training and exercises.

February 28% : Gulf War ends.

1990 February SAL: areport that property values have fallen by 15-20%.

April SAL gives notice of huge air show planned for May 6 with NATO,
US Army, Navy, vintage aircraft and Red Arrows Display team.

June SAL reports complaints about resulting noise, fuel stench and
traffic congestion from the May air show.

July In nearly every edition of SAL during this period, The Base
Commander produces a USAF News Release bulletin at the same
time as Defend Steeple Aston delivers its own report.

November “News Release” acknowledges “rumours about the future of
the Base”. PC reports a meeting instigated by Tony Baldry with
Cherwell and Parish councillors asking about the consensus of
opinion locally regarding the future of the Base. PC and Defend
Steeple Aston decide to stick to the emphasis on reducing noise
and compensation claims rather than campaigning for Base
closure.

1991 January. “News Release” admits to many complaints about
outdoor ground testing of engines, especially as the new facilities
for “hush houses” are not yet ready.

“News Release” confirms the change of status at the Base.
Colonel Stelman states concern about the 1,000 civilian jobs at
USAF Upper Heyford. “Defend Steeple Aston” express relief that
the “uncertainties and speculations of the last few months are
behind us” but are still concerned by the implications of “stand-
by” status.

April “Defend Steeple Aston” point out inconsistencies in proposals
about future flying at the Base. USAF have exaggerated the rate
of withdrawal and the MOD have been vague about future plans.
There is a great deal of flying from the Base, mostly in
transporting men and equipment. The campaign will continue.
“News Release” apologises for so much activity and emphasises
the dispatching of food aid to the Kurdish people.

June/luly Two letters from villagers critical of “the selfish few” who wish
the Base gone, especially on the grounds of the employment to
locals it has provided.
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By Col. Le¢ A, Downer

HAP Upper Meyifopd, UK -— Ik is with a bitteraweek feeling
that 1 write my last magazine column for Steeple Ascon Life.

pitter, because I will be moving to my nexlt assbgnment ak our
Hesdquarters in HRamstein, Germany, within a manth. Sweeb, because
it comes as & resalt of my selection for promotion to brigadier
general, announced by Air Force cfficials on Jan. d

in these short 18 months in command of the 20Lh Tactical
Fighter Wing, 1'va had the pleasure of mesting and gebting ko know
many of you in the community. In most cages, your understanding
and acceptance of our mission overcame the disruption inm your
lives caused by ouwr aircraft neise. For those active in kthe
Defend Steeple Asban group, I respect the basis for your cause and
salute the skill and &t times restraint, that you displayed in
carrylng cut your campaign.

As 1 traveled around the area apd talked ka many af you, I
believe I was able Lo gauge sentiment and 1 appreciaie you sharing
your thoughts with me, Furthner, for those of you whe wrote,
commubicating yaur support, it was heartwarming. My majorc
frustration was the inability to find a aclution Lo the problem
that was paramount on your minda. My charter to ensure mission
readiness and safery was truly in conflict w€ith all the viakle
aleernatives. [ can only join with you in boping that the major
events in Eastern Europe will stay stable and eventually result in
a reduction in the need for HATO's current level of farcea. We
are justly proed of our contribution to the long standing peace 1o
Barope -- and will @ontinue to stand ready.

¥ou are blessed with one of the world's prettiesc and mask
interescing areaa, EBarbara and I grew to love the Cherwell Valley
and all the villages that make it so pleasant. Thank you, again,
for being so kind and I would ask that you conbinuoe your support
for the base, particularly its people.

THE CEYSTAL BALL

Febk, Li-15 - Base exercige.

Feb. 1% - [.5, punlic nollday, no E~lll fliying.

Mar, 3l . — Bnlieted Wives Club Bazaar.

hpr. 13, 16 = G.R. publlec holiday, no F-111 £lying.

Hay & - Bky Pageant "90.

May T - [.K. public holiday, na F=1l1) fiying.

May 14 = Anglo=-American Charity Ball.

May 2B = U.E./0.5. public helidays, no F-111 flying.

Jun. 4=F - Bage afercias.

UNITED NATIONS GULF ACTION
Anglo American Gulf Support Group

From: Sir Mark Normanm, Bt,, DL., Chalrman.

The Anglo American Community Relations Committee for RAF Upper
Heyford and Qroughton may need your help. If you live within
reasonable distance of the military contingency hospitals at RAF
Bicester or RAF Little Rissington, please read omn.

United Mations military action in the Gulf is likely to cauee
cagualties, some of whom may transit through oF atay longer at
these local hospitals. Casuvaltles could be from any of the
participatcing nations.

The Gulf Support Group seeks a limited number of wolunteers
willinmg, if called upon, to help in varicus ways. The Group is
compiling a register af local people Willing to wvoluntesr. 1f youo
feel that you can offer positive wvoluntary assistance upder any of
the headings below, please complete and retern this form.

-------------------------------------------------------------------

UNITED NATIONS GULF ACTION
Anglo American Gulf Support Group

I/We should like to be registered as volunteerss willing to assist,

if called upon, in the following way/ways:

1. hccommodation for relatives of cagualties ..........
Preferred period: up ta 3 dBYE ... -caoae
1 week T

1. Convalescent residence
Preferred pericd: up to 1 week  .....cceas

LONGET  cuceuuesns

3. "Friends of the Hespital™ work
Morale and Welfare .. ...c-054
4, Dgiwipg . damdsasesa

[0wn appropriately insured vehicle necessacy)

5 Any other volunteer skills (please specify) ..........
HAMBL cevcnnsssasonstasasasrnnsssrsnsramessnisnnsnsssassss
AAATBESES & ioiumcssunansanassasetassastraretsnsssrnnnnrrnns
.................................................
D e NN T o o o i e

Please Return to : The Community Relations Adviser
[atkn: Gulf Support Graup)
2UTFW/CRA
RAF Upper Heyford
Oxen
axs ILN

DEFEND
STEEPLE ASTON

The struggle continues, bat those of you who saw the London Flus
interview with Roger Freemsn will know that the Mol are not giving

. anything sway except the "modified” flight path ower Che chicken

huts and an offer to buy 13 hooses in Upper Heyford. They seem to be
keeping back the Ardley noilse test results - presumably from embarrassment.

At the inter-village meeting on October 28th we gpot unanimous support to
press for a rumway realignment. Freeman is dismissing this idea as far
too expensiwve, bub i= he going to buy up whole willages Chrdley)? And
how will he deal with our constant opposition to every move from the
Bage?

Meanwhile, Tony Baldry has tabled a Parlismentary motion in tavour of
realignment which has the support of 704+ MPs. He la alsc looking to raise
the issue in an adjournment debate, Tf he is succesaful we should all be
prepared to travel to London in support and £i11 the visitor's gallery.

The crucial, final, decisions may well be under way at the Mol when you
read this. Many pecple have written to George Younger and to Roger

" Freeman — that's good. Fut now 1s the time to get as much attention to

the problem from the modia as possible. We want to try and get the issues
examined more thoroughly. Fortunately we shall have good television
covernge through Country File (expected te go out on Sunday November 273.

Now is the time [or everybody to write to the editor of their own
newspaper pointing out the important issues and adding personal comment
and experience. Points like the following (but donm't include Chem all
and do put it your own way):

How ean the MoD carelessly decide that planes are getting older and
heavier [ie more danperous) and had beiter [ly straight over villages

and schools,

There is no appeal, oo right to challenge the MoD, no inquiry. They are
Jjudge and jury in thelr own cause.

Is it really possible to talk of buying out s whole Owfordshire village?

What about the safeoty record? There was a crash fjust short of the school

in 196%. F11ls have a regular erash record. Will the Mol accept responsibilty
in advance for any crash in the villages? The 'modified’ [light path

goes directly over the schoal.

Will the MoD mow be introdusing crulse missile carrying plames ro fly
directly over us?

4 ghort, sharp letter to your paper giving your views on one or other
of these issues could get published.




